64               GEORGE WASHINGTON

and Concord, on April igth, began the war of the
American Revolution. A few weeks later, a Second
Continental Congress met in Philadelphia. The
delegates to it, understanding that they must pre-
pare for war, proceeded to elect a Commander-in-
Chief. There was some jealousy between the men of
Virginia and those of Massachusetts. The former
seemed to think that the latter assumed the first
position, and indeed, most of the angry gestures had
been made in Boston, and Boston had been the
special object of British punishment. Still, with
what may seem unexpected self-effacement, they
did not press strongly for the choice of a Massachu-
setts man as Commander-in-Chief. On June 15,
1775, Congress having resolved "that a general be
appointed to command all the continental forces
raised or to be raised for the defence of American
liberty/' proceeded to a choice, and the ballots being
taken, George Washington, Esq., was unanimously
elected. On the next day the President of the
Congress, Mr. John Hancock, formally announced
the election to Colonel Washington, who replied:

Mr. President, though I am truly sensible of the high
honor done me in this appointment, yet I feel great dis-
tress from a consciousness that my abilities and mili-
tary experience may not be equal to the extensive and
important trust. However, as the Congress desire it, I
will enter upon the momentous duty and exert every submit to
